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Geography and Demographics

One of the longest established independent nations in the Western world. France (officially République Française) is the second largest country is Europe with a land area of 549,970 sq km (210,026 square miles) (excluding its Caribbean and Indian Ocean dependencies).

France is situated between the Bay of Biscay (which gives way to the Atlantic Ocean) to the west, the English Channel (La Manche) to the northwest, Belgium and Luxembourg to the northeast, Germany and Switzerland to the east, with the Mediterranean Sea, Andorra, Spain and Italy to the south (the Principality of Monaco being sandwiched between France and Italy on the coast). In addition, the French territories France extends into the Caribbean (French Guiana, Guadeloupe, Martinique) and into the Indian Ocean via Réunion.

Paris is the political, commercial and cultural capital of the country with nearly 20% of the population living in the Île-de- France (Paris region) area and the surrounding towns. Apart from Paris, there are large urban areas around Lille to the northwest, Lyon in the Rhône valley the southeast, Bordeaux Nantes and Toulouse to the south west and the significant cities along the Mediterranean coast (Marseilles, Nice and Toulon). Nonetheless the rural aspects of French life play a significant part and agriculture is a major industry. Communications within France are among the finest in the world with a first-class road rail network and a good internal airline service.

It is the ??  largest country in Europe by land area and has the ?? largest population.
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